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WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS — COMPLIANCE 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.10 am]: I have the great pleasure to update 
the house on a record-breaking milestone for the working with children check scheme. The working with children 
check is a compulsory screening strategy for people engaged in certain paid or unpaid work with children. It aims 
to increase the safety of children in our community by helping to prevent people who have a criminal history that 
indicates they may harm a child from gaining employment in child-related work. 
When the scheme went live, a total of 9 374 applications were lodged for the 2005–06 financial year. Each year 
the uptake has grown. In 2020–21, the Department of Communities focused on broadening its community outreach 
to educate the general public and organisations on the importance of working with children check requirements 
and their compliance obligations. This included targeted education through workshops, key industry bodies and 
relevant government departments, as well as a social and digital media campaign. The department also undertook 
a targeted proactive audit in which self-assessment forms were sent to organisations to complete a questionnaire 
for evaluation. These proactive measures identified and responded to organisational noncompliance, further adding 
to the protection of children. The increased focus on outreach and education has resulted in a record-breaking year 
of working with children checks. For the 2020–21 financial year, the unit received 145 878 working with children 
check applications. 
I commend the working with children screening unit for its efforts in safeguarding children. Working with children 
checks are one way that we, as a government and community, can keep children safe. Alone, they cannot keep 
children safe, but they are a vital part of our armoury. 
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